
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS 337 



BOOK REVIEWS 

Water Rights in the Western States. By Samuel C. Wiel, of the 
San Francisco Bar. Third Edition. Bancroft-Whitney Com- 
pany, San Francisco.. 191 1. Two Volumes, pp. xlvi, 2067. 

The subject of "Water Rights" is daily becoming of more and 
more importance, especially in the United States, and in particular 
in our Western States where irrigation is being so rapidly and 
extensively developed. The growing importance of this branch 
of the law is strikingly shown by the fact that the second edition 
of Mr. Wiel's work on "Water Rights" was exhausted within a 
year and some months after issuance. It was because of the 
quick exhaustion of the second edition that the third edition, 
which is now under review, was prepared. 

As a result of its rapid development, the law governing water 
rights is in much conflict and confusion. Consequently, to cor- 
rectly and adequately formulate the law on this subject necessi- 
tates not only a thorough understanding of the subject, but also 
much care and thought. The aim of the volumes under present 
consideration is to present the law as it actually is, and not a por- 
trayal of what it ought to be. The work is a comprehensive 
review of the existing law on the subject. The cases are care- 
fully analyzed and set off one against another, and the author's 
conclusions as to what the law is are sharply drawn. The book 
is written in a very readable style. At the end of a large propor- 
tion of the chapters a section is devoted to summing up, which 
adds much to the clarity of the work. 

The author has been extremely modest in writing this book. In 
his endeavor to set forth only the existing law, he has practically 
eliminated his own opinions from his work. This is to be 
regretted, for it is apparent that he is thoroughly familiar with 
his subject, and the purpose of a text-book is not only to state 
what the law is, but also to give the writer's views as to what it 
ought to be. 

Although the book is entitled "Water Rights in the Western 
States," many subjects of general importance are discussed, as 
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pollution, riparian rights, and percolating waters. The digest of 
the Federal statutes and those of the Western States, and the 
forms in use in these States, to which are devoted some 440 pages 
in Volume II, will be of much value for ready reference. 

We suppose the third edition has been made sufficiently large 
so that it will not be exhausted in so short a time as the second. 
There will undoubtedly be a demand for this book, which in an 
able manner brings up to date one of the new and fast developing 
subjects of the law. 

H. C. C. 



